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Editorial 
 

Hi folks 
 

The start of another year.  Hope you all a good 

break and looking forward to the challenges of 

2019.  We have a bumper issue (30 pages) due 

to all the extra events that took place over the 

last two months.  As I am unable to insert all 

the photos taken of our events in the 

Newsletter, these photos will be downloaded 

onto our FACEBOOK page (see page 22 for 

details).  All you must do is LIKE our page and 

all the events photos will come through to 

your timeline automatically. Many thanks to 

Jim, Rodger and Gavin for their articles and to 

Riaan for all the photos. 

Happy reading. 
 

Sue 
 

From the Chair 
 

Happy new year all. 
 

I hope that everyone has had a relaxing festive 

season and is well prepared for the coming year. 

On behalf of the committee and members we 

welcome our new members to the club and hope 

they have many enjoyable and memorable years at 

the club. 
 

This year 2019 the club will be reaching 2 

significant milestones. Firstly, the club will be 

turning 50, we are in the process of organising a 

birthday function for the 30th March. And, 

secondly, we will be running the 50th Milligan as a 

spider rally from Port Elizabeth. This is the ideal 

opportunity for those members who have wanted 

to participate in the Milligan and never done so 

due to various reasons. So, start getting your cars 

ready. 
 

As a result of the above milestones there will be a 

lot of renovations happening in the next few 

months. We have started by upgrading the access 

control and alarm system at the club. 
 

The club library is in the process of being moved to 

a cabinet in Riaan and Garth’s garage. If any 

member wants to check a book out, please call 

Riaan. 
 

The last few months have been very busy at the 

club. In November 2018 we had a very successful 

variation on the photo run, this time it was a photo 

scavenger hunt. The entries were 50 percent up on 

the previous year. Congratulations to Chris and 

Suzette on winning and the only entry to find a 

payphone.  
 

On the first of December we had our Charity run to 

the Algoa Bay Council for the Aged in 

Buffelsfontein Rd. A big thank you to the members 

who donated non-perishable goods and to the 

members who accompanied me with their old cars. 

Gundy being very popular with some young 

admirers. 
 

On the 8th we had our annual Christmas party. As 

usual the company and food were excellent, a big 

thanks to Almarie from Dinner 4 U. A great evening 

was had by all attending. 
 

Our 1st January Brunch was well attended and 

congratulations to Bennie Bergman on being a 

member for 50 years. 
 

During the break we have been doing some 

renovations to the bar. Members can now also see 
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the name of our bar – The Crankcase. Thanks to 

Riaan for all your help. 
 

The theme for the first 6 months of 2019 in the bar 

will be promoting the Milligan Rally, thank you to 

members who have loaned us pictures. 
 

Since Roche has composted the lawn and 

numerous members have assisted with watering 

the lawn, it has recovered beautifully. As a result, 

we are now getting a lot of attention from the bird 

population. We have our resident Dikkops, 

Egyptian Geese, Hoopoes, Starlings, Wagtails, 

Ibises, and of course our resident pigeons. We are 

looking for a birdbath or 2, so if any members have 

a birdbath they do not want/need please donate it 

to the club.  
 

While on the beg, if any members have old Milligan 

memorabilia and wish to donate or loan it to the 

club please contact me. We are also looking for 

more bumper/grill badges to display above the bar 

at the club. 
 

We are in the process of sorting out the kitchen 

and our Friday night meals. So please bear with us 

until this process is complete.  

 

A big thank you to Susan and her ladies for all the 

meals they have provided our members over the 

years. 

 

The 11th Jan sees the bar reopen due to popular 

demand.  On the 18th January sees Riaan arranging 

the Riley and Sunbeam night.  
 

Lastly, on behalf of the club we all wish Wiehan a 

speedy recovery following his accident. 
 

The calendar for 2019 is out, members will see the 

yearly functions/runs are on and we will be filling 

in the monthly calendar every 3 months. Please 

note that the dates are not cast in stone and may 

alter due to the weather and unforeseen 

circumstances. Members will be notified a 

minimum of 2 weeks before confirming dates and 

times etc.  
 

There is so much happening this year, let us make 

it an awesome year to remember for years to 

come. 
 

All the best for the year and happy motoring. 

 

Llewellyn. 

 

 

Here, There and Anywhere 
 

South African Historical Grand Prix 

East London Saturday 24thand Sunday 25th November 2018 
By Rodger Webb 

 

At the end of November South Africans were treated to a “once in a life time” opportunity to witness 

in excess of a dozen of the actual cars that competed in the South African Grand Prix in the period 

1934 through to 1939, when WW2 brought to an end Grand Prix racing. The SA Grand Prix only 

reviving in 1960. 
 

The 1st SA Grand Prix, the brain-child of “Brud” Bishop, the Motoring Editor of the Daily Despatch, 

was scheduled to take place on the 15.2mile Marine Drive circuit on the West Bank of the Buffalo 

River on 27th December 1934. Initially named the Border 100 it was renamed the SA grand Prix when 

it was realised that a contingent four overseas drivers had entered along with 14 South Africans. A 

total of 7 laps were to be driven, the first an orientation lap, as no practices were possible as much 

of the course traversed residential and business areas, followed by 6 race laps based on a handicap 

system. The first vehicle flagged of was an Austin Nippy, driven by local man Neville Meyer, 22 
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minutes 24 seconds ahead of eventual winner Whitney Straight in a Maserati and watched by in 

excess of 40 000 spectators! 
 

The overseas competitors were Whitney Straight (Maserati), Michael Straight (Railton Terraplane), 

Dick Seaman (MG Magnette) and Johannesburg based J. Williamson (Frazer Nash). 
 

  
 
Winner of the 1st SAGP. Straight’s 
Maserati 8CM had a three-litre, 
dual overhead camshaft, 
supercharged straight-eight 
delivering about 180kW at 
5500rpm, and a top speed on the 
EL straights of more than 
240km/h. This car, one of only 18 
ever built, had been modified to 
his specification with a Wilson pre-
selector gearbox and custom 
bodywork featuring a distinctive 
heart-shaped grille, which it still 
has. 
 
Driven on the day by C. Jaques. 
 
 

 

The race results were:  1st Whitney Straight in his Maserati 8CM, 2nd a Queenstown car salesman, 

Herbert Case in a Ford v* followed by Michael Straight in a Hudson Terraplane and in 4th Dick 

Seaman in a MG Ks Magnette. 
 

 
The MG K3 Magnette of Dick 
Seaman that came 5th in the SA GP 
of 1934. The KC engine, of  1087cc 
was based on the Wolsey Hornet 
OHC straight 6 motor, was fitted 
with a Marshall supercharger 
prominently mounted in front of the 
engine below the radiator and 
coupled to a preselect gear-box. A 
total of 33 were built and cost £795. 
 
Driven on the day by A. Beardshaw. 

 

 
 

The 2nd SA GP was scheduled for 1st January 1936 on a track shortened of approximately 11 miles 

over 18 laps and attracted 8 overseas competitors as well as 17 South African drivers. A record crowd 

of 72 000 spectators turned out to watch the spectacle which was won by Dr. “Mario” Massacurati 

in his Bugatti 35B followed by J.P. Wimille in a Bugatti Type 59 SC. In 3rd place was Pat Fairfield in an 

ERA R4A closely pursued by South African and local man Lionel Meyer in a MG NA Magnette. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Aerospace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preselector_gearbox
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 1st in the second SAGP. The original Type 
35 used an evolution of the three-
valve 2.0 L (1991 cc/121 in³) overhead 
cam straight-eight engine first seen on 
the Type 29. 
 

This new powerplant featured five main 
bearings with an unusual ball 
bearing system. This allowed the engine 
to rev to 6,000 rpm, and 90 hp (67 kW) 
was reliably produced. Solid 
axles with leaf springs were used front 
and rear, and drum brakes at the back, 
operated by cables, were specified. Alloy 
wheels were a novelty, as was the hollow 
front axle for reduced unsprung weight. A 
second feature of the Type 35 that was to 
become a Bugatti  trademark was passing 
the springs through the front axle rather 
than simply U-bolting them together as 
was done on their earlier cars. 

 

 

Driven on the day by T. Watson 
 
 

 
3rd in the SAGP of 1936, ERA R4A 6-cylinder 
2000cm supercharged motor producing 150 bhp 
@ 6500 rpm via a Wilson pre-select gear box. 
 
This 1935 R4A was the first customer car made 
by ERA and sold to Pat Fairfield. Apart from the 
war years R4A has races every year of its life 
making it on of the most raced and famous 
racing cars of all time am is one of only 3 cars 
that won the pre-war SAGP’s that still exist. 
 
Driven on the day by N. Topliss 

 

 
  

 
 
 

1931 M$ Monthlery  that raced in the 1934  
SAGP and a 1933 MG J2 that raced in the 1937 
event.  
 
Driven on the day by T. Green and S. Grover 

 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-valve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-valve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overhead_cam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overhead_cam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straight-eight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bugatti_Type_29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ball_bearing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ball_bearing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solid_axle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solid_axle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf_spring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drum_brake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alloy_wheel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alloy_wheel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unsprung_weight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U-bolt
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The rebuilt 1935 Plymouth Pyroil Special that 
came 6th in the SA GP of 1936. Driven by Billy Mills 
the vehicle has remained in the family since new 
and was restored by his sons in 2008 
 
 
Driven on the day by G & R Mills. 
 

 

Ist January 1937 saw the New Year in with the 4th SA GP watched again by in excess of 60 000 

spectators run on the same course as the 1936 event and in the same handicap format. This event, 

attracted a contingent of 6 litre, V16 Auto Union C-types developing 500 hp but despite being the 

fastest vehicles (Rosemeyer recorded a new lap record of 115mph or 185kph) were beset with tyre 

problems that together with the handicap system ensured their defeat! The race was won by Pat 

Fairfield in his ERA R4A followed by Buller Meyer and Steve Chiappini both in Rileys. 

 

  
 
 
A 1935 Riley TT Sprite driven by Roy Jones, 
brother of well-known PE car rebuilder 
Mike Jones.  
 
Mike rebuilt this vehicle some years ago. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Two ERAs and the Maserati 8cm winner of the first 
SAGP. 
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The R. Shuttelworth Alfa Romeo 8C Tipo B Monoposto 
which he purchased from the quasi works team Scuderia 
Ferrari for the 1935 racing season. He crashed heavily in 
the 1936 SAGP sustaining severe head and leg injuries.  
 
The car was returned to the Scuderia Ferrari workshops 
in Modena where it was rebuilt in 1938/9. During the 40s 
it was converted into a high-performance two-seater. 
 
Driven on the day by C. Nearburg 

 

The SAGP of 1938 once again attracted some 70 000 spectators who were treated to a South African 

victory in the form of Buller Meyer driving his meticulously prepared 1.5l Riley with an off-set body. 

Second was Eugenio Siena driving a Maserati 6CM followed by another South African and East 

Londoner Don Richardson also driving a Riley.  
 

The race was not without incident. Early on, one of the British drivers, Raymond Mays, experienced 

a big scare. Whilst passing Villoresi in his Maserati 6CM at approximately 140mph his car was lifted 

bodily off the ground by a cross wind and deposited part way up a low bank and three-quarters 

broadside of the direction of travel only to be gathered once again by the wind this time landing 

across the road on the verge. Despite this setback he was soon on Villoresi’s tail until low fuel 

pressure forced him to retire whilst in 2nd position. 
 

The Aston Martin Ulster CMC 614 of K. Ashworth. 
 

The Riley owned and driven by 1938 winner, Buller 
Meyer’s, son 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The last pre-war GP was held on 1st January 1939 and saw a contingent of 6 Maserati 6CM S/Cs entered. The 

change in race regulations had seriously affected the South African entrants, many of whom did not have 

cars that conformed with the new regulation. However, a number had purchased suitable hardware 

including Buller Meyer having acquired a Maserati 6CM S/C. He was not able to however put together back 

to back victories and was forced to retire with engine failure early in the race. Luigi Villoresi won the event in 

a Maserati 6CM S/C followed by Franco Cortese and Mario Massacurati in a similar Maseratis. The South 

African flag was held high by Roy Hesketh who came in 4th in an ERA R3A S/C. 
 

Whilst in the early days of GP racing lady drivers were excluded by the regulations. When the regulations 

were amended, in 1936 Miss Eileen Ellison entered in her Type 37A Bugatti. In 1937 Kaye Petre entered in a 

Riley whilst Faye Taylor, after a successful racing career in speedway and dirt track racing, turned to cars 

when women were banned from the sport, entering a Dixon prepared unblown Riley in 1939 
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OTHER CARS OF INTEREST 
 

 

A total of 53 Jaguar C-Types were built in the 50’s. This example, brought to SA for the touring leg of the SA 

Historic GP i.e. a tour through the Garden Route from EL to Cape Town, together with his ERA R3A. It is not a 

replica, but a tool room copy of one of the original cars now part of the famous Eccurie Ecosse car collection. 

It is estimated to be worth in excess of £5m. 
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Many thanks to Rodger Webb for this article and photos. 
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SPEEDYQUIP CARS & COFFEE – 17th December 2018 
 

 
This event was successful and enjoyed by all. 

 
The weather was very hot and humid. 
 
The owners of the vehicles interacted with 
each other, and everyone really enjoyed the 
morning here. 
 
We saw some cars not previously shown here, 
and it was a fun day. 

 
Thanks to Derek Elliott for feedback & photos. 
 

 

 

HELPING HAND: Paul Hoogendoorn cranks up his 
1922 Ford Model T at the Speedyquip Cars & Coffee 
show in North End, where a large number of 
vintage cars & bikes as well as hot-rods were show 
cased on Monday. 
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Just for a laugh……………………………………… 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Did you know………. 
 

…………….that when the decision was taken to start producing Volvo cars in August 1926, financial backer 
Svenska Kullagerfabriken – SKF – reactivated a company that had been idle since 1920 for the purpose. The 
name of that company was Volvo — formed in 1915 for the manufacture and marketing of bearings for the 
automotive industry. 
 

 

 

 
The SKF management came up with the Volvo 
name. It was simple, and easy to pronounce in most 
places around the world with a minimal risk of 
spelling errors. It also held an immensely strong 
symbolic connection to the company’s entire 
operations. 
 
“Volvere” is the infinitive form of the verb “roll” in 
Latin. In its first-person singular form, the verb 
“volvere” becomes “volvo,” i.e. “I roll.” Its Latin 
form gives rise to several derivations of the word 
that in one way or another, and in many languages 
too, describe a rotating movement, for instance, 
revolver. 
 

http://www.volvo.com/
http://www.skf.com/
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When Volvo was reactivated, for its logo the 
company adopted the ancient chemical symbol for 
iron — a circle with an arrow pointing diagonally 
upwards to the right. 
 
This is one of the oldest and most common 
ideograms in Western culture and originally stood 
for the planet Mars in the Roman Empire. Because 
it also symbolised the Roman god of warfare, 
Mars, and the masculine gender (as every bird-
watcher can tell), an early relationship was 
established between the Mars symbol and the 
metal from which most weapons were made at the 
time, iron. 
 

 

 
As such, the ideogram has long been the symbol of the iron industry, not least in Sweden. The iron badge on 
the car was supposed to take up this symbolism and create associations with the honoured traditions of the 
Swedish iron industry: steel and strength with properties such as safety, quality and durability. 
 

 

 
As far as I can tell, the car’s logotype was updated in 
1959 by Karl-Erik Forsberg, adapting 
the Volta typeface (according to Wikipedia, so not 
always accurate). 
 
Info sourced from The Volvo Owners Club. 
 
 

 
 
 

From the Desk of SAVVA – 6 
 

DUCATTI STORY 
 

Most enthusiasts will recall popular radios fitted to early cars being Supersonics. We also grew-up with the 
name Ducati which is synonymous with motorcycles, but did you know they had something in common.  
 

One of the finest early car radios built was the Supersonic radio built in Bulawayo by the Chassis Brothers. In 
the early fifties’ car radios weren’t imported into the country, unless of course, they were already fitted to an 
imported car which were very few. Supersonic was therefore one of the only radios available at that time. 
  

Some years ago, I wrote an article about early car radios highlighting the virtues of Supersonic. With the marvel 
of the internet the article was picked-up by a university in Paris, France. They came back to me wanting to 
know what I knew about the Chassis Brothers, and Supersonic radios. Apparently, they knew virtually nothing 
about the radios other than that they were built by the Chassis brothers in Bulawayo. We then swopped the 
information we each had. They gave me what they knew about the brothers and I sent them what I knew 
about the radios. Needless to say, they were fascinated by what had come out of Bulawayo.  
 

What I didn’t know was that the Chassis Bros were French, and they must have emigrated to the then Rhodesia 
in the late 40’s early 50’s. 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl-Erik_Forsberg
http://www.linotype.com/90390/volta-family.html
http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fil:Volvo_logo.svg
http://www.volvoclub.org.uk/history/volvo_logo.shtml
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Here’s an interesting bit of information they passed on to me - the Supersonic radios used in those early days 
used Ducati components. The first being a D1 model. It didn’t take long to find a D1 model and tear it to pieces 
– they were right, many components were marked Ducati.  
 

Being inquisitive I had to find out how Ducati, a factory making radio components before the conflict, ended 
up being one of the world’s top motorcycles manufacturers. This seemed to be a “chalk to cheese” situation. 
It appears that during the conflict with Mr Hitler the Americans must have decided the Ducati radio component 
factory must “go” as they didn’t agree with their choice of customer at that time, the result it was they 
flattened the factory.  
 

Afterwards, trying to re-establish the Italian factories they saw an opportunity in supplying basic transport, so 
it was decided to manufacture a motorised cycle – and that’s how it all started. Apparently, Ducati had 
developed a 50cc OHV engine that was ideally suited for attaching to bicycles. They manufactured 20,000 
which got them going. 
  

Attached is a picture of a variable condenser (tuning condenser) used in the D1 radios. Quality wise, it is 
stunning piece of precision equipment. It even runs on adjustable ball bearings 
 

 
 
 

From the Desk of SAVVA – 7 
 

LICENSE DISC - CORRECT PLACEMENT OR FINE! 
 

An interesting fact was brought to my attention yesterday. A member had parked his vehicle in a 
local shopping centre which is private property. He was issued a ticket by the local authorities for 
showing his current license disc but in an incorrect area on the windscreen.  
 
His current disc was at the top of the windscreen on the left-hand side - it now appears that your 
license disc should be displayed on the left-hand side at the bottom of the windscreen.  
A tip: be aware of placing your license disc in the correct area on your windscreen otherwise you too 
can receive a R200.00 fine.  
 
Following up on this—It does stipulate on the renewed license under instruction; 1. Cut out disc and 
affix to the lower left-hand corner on the inside of windscreen or disc holder as per Regulation 36. 
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Old Car Tour – 9 – 11th November 2018 
 
By Jim Boggess 
 
This year the old car tour was to meet at the back of Pick and Pay in the Walker Drive shopping centre. When 

I arrived, I couldn’t find a way to get to the back, so I drove all over the place looking for old cars, and then I 

received a call from Ronnie van Eyk telling me they were on the road already. However, I spotted Brian Harris 

and followed him out of the centre and we were on our way. 

 

It was a perfect day, hot and sunny, and when we reached the outskirts of Uitenhage, we almost had the road 

to ourselves. We were scheduled to stop at the Cheetah Project Farm stall about 65kms from P.E. and just 

outside of Kirkwood for breakfast. As we entered, we received a cheer from the other tour members, and 

some banter about not being able to find the back of Pick and Pay, but surely that isn’t my fault, I had a 

navigator with me, surely Eileen was to blame, well that’s my story and I am sticking to it. We now had the full 

complement of tourers and after a delicious breakfast we set off for the next leg of our journey. 

 

The road to Steytlerville passes the Wolvefontain Hotel which every old car driver is familiar with. In fact, some 

of our cars just refuse to pass the place, so most of us stopped there to have liquid refreshment and a natter. 

We left the hotel in ones and twos, so there wasn’t really a convoy, and everyone drove at the speed that they 

were comfortable with. The scenery was beautiful, and the weather hadn’t changed as we made our way to 

Steytlerville along the quiet winding roads. 

 

We pulled up outside the hotel in due course to be greeted by some of our members sitting on the stoep, and 

we quickly joined them, until we were shown to our accommodation. As luck would have it, we were given 

the biggest self-catering unit in the complex, consisting of bedroom, en-suite, kitchen, lounge, and dining 

room. All of it furnished in period furniture and beautiful ornaments. Very comfortable indeed. 

 

The roast karoo lamb for the evening meal did not disappoint and is definitely my favourite dinner; I could eat 

it every day and never get tired of it. 

 

After dinner, Johnnie V entertained us with his music as only he can; I have his CD, s but he sounds better live, 

the atmosphere is much better. 

 

After a while Naas Marais told us that his grand-daughter had downloaded the words of Johnnie’s tunes and 

that he was about to sing while Johnnie played.” (Karaoke old car tour style”). Well Naas started singing and 

the rest of the room joined in with gusto belting out their old favourites, it turned out to be a very entertaining 

evening. 

 

As Eileen and I made our way to bed we came across Hannes, Tian, Ronnie and Des van Eyk sitting next to the 

pool drinking Irish Whiskey form Hannes’s birthday present, a bottle of Jameson’s. Hannes asked us to join 

them and my tiredness just seemed to disappear as I poured a glass of the golden nectar down my throat. 

What followed was the six of us solving the world’s problems in a very noisy manner. My apologies if I kept 

anyone from sleeping as we were up quite late that evening, but I am just not used to drinking whiskey spelled 

with an e.   Ehm!!!! 

 

Breakfast next day was eggs and bacon and very welcome it was too. 
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We perused the outdoor market set up outside the hotel, and some of us went to the local car museum where 

Tian purchased the last set of spark plugs in the town for his Jaguar.  

 

In the morning heat we set of for Willowmore, a distance of some 85 kilometres. The road was empty except 

for a few cars, and two people walking on the single concrete track. One of them had on a heavy back pack, 

but he was striding down the road at a terrific rate of knots. I am sure he had been drinking Johnny Walker 

whisky the night before and was now giving his impression of the striding man, he certainly impressed me. 

We pulled up at the Royal hotel Willowmore which is situated in the main road, the town was quiet for a 

Saturday afternoon but that would change during the night. 

 

My Porsche caused quite a stir outside the hotel with offers from the locals to exchange it for modern cars, 

which I declined; I love my little “Portia” 

After a short nap, Eileen and I joined some members on the patio enjoying some refreshments, during the 

next few hours our table had to undergo several extensions to accommodate the growing number of people 

joining us there. 

 

It turned out that the hotel did not have enough rooms for us all and some members were put into guest 

houses across the road. What I didn’t know was that Hannes, Tian, Ronnie, etc, were having a wonderful party 

around the pool in the guest house, I should have been there, but I didn’t know about it, ag shame!!!! 

The dinner for that evening was a braai and we settled around the fire with a frostie in hand to watch the hotel 

manager cook the meat to perfection. After which we ate our fill in the dining hall. Johnnie V once again set 

out to entertain us with his lovely music and Nass took possession of the mike, but this time his confidence 

was on a high resulting in a very pleasant evening. 

 

I wanted to stay up late to watch the boks play that evening, but tiredness got the better of me and I toddled 

of to bed at 10.30.pm. and was soon fast asleep. During the night I woke to the sounds of women screaming, 

music blaring, and dogs barking, there was a wild drunken party taking place in the shebeen across the road. 

I managed to get to sleep again and wasn’t disturbed for the rest of the night. Not so Malcom and Karen who 

were in the room nearest to the party, Malcolm complained to the manager and then retired to sleep in his 

Mercedes which was parked at the back of the hotel. 

 

Now this act qualifies him for membership of a very exclusive club, the, I slept in my car during a tour club, of 

which, until this incident I was the sole member. Welcome Malcolm. In due course the manager managed to 

get the police on the scene, and the party ended. I have been told on good authority that had it not been 

ended in this manner it would have lasted three days. With the peace duly restored Malcom returned to his 

bed and slept soundly for the few hours remaining. 

 

In the morning I rose from bed, showered, and made my way to the breakfast room only to find that there 

was no electricity, no cell phone reception and that breakfast would be late. Eventually an enormous kettle 

appeared filled with boiling water from which we could brew tea or coffee, if only we could lift it. After some 

time, breakfast consisting of bacon and eggs appeared and was hastily scoffed by all and sundry.  

By this time, I was ready to leave Willowmore and make my way to Uniondale. 

 

The drive was very pleasant and the weather excellent, on the way there we noticed a sign saying that a water 

tap had been placed at the side of the road for travellers and horses to refresh themselves, this was in the 

middle of the countryside. Apparently, the present farmer’s great grandfather had found a spring of lovely 
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fresh water and wishing to share it, piped it to the side of the road and fitted a tap. Travellers have been using 

it to this day. 

 

At Uniondale we stopped at the African Aloe Café and I enjoyed my first taste of carrot cake, it was absolutely 

delicious, and highly recommended. The tea garden was bathed in sunshine, and the roses were in full bloom, 

all was perfect in my little world. 

 

We were headed for Die Kraaltjie outside of Joubertina, a distance of 88kms, it was a very pleasant run, there 

was no real convey, everyone was driving at their own speed, in their own time. The farmland we drove 

through looked very lush, and productive. I was so busy enjoying the scenery that I overshot the Kraaltjie and 

only recognised it because of the old cars parked there. 

On entering the grounds, one couldn’t help but be impressed by all the pink and white roses in full bloom, also 

there were exotic birds, including very large swans and little quails. The guests were split up into self-contained 

units on both sides of the road, and down by the river. 

Eileen and I managed to get a mansion to ourselves, sitting on top of a hill and surrounded by roses. We were 

very comfortable indeed. 

 

We had a nap and after a bath, yes, a bath! I haven’t had one since the water restrictions took hold in 

P.E.(Before anyone tells me off about my lack of hygiene, I have been showering I hasten to add) we made our 

way to the main building and had a cool drink on the patio. After a few hours Francois and Marriette arrived 

in their car which was covered in dust, they had taken the wrong gravel road in search of their accommodation, 

and travelled 10kms before they realised their mistake and returned to a few cheeky quips from the rest of 

the tour members. 

 

Dinner was excellent in a very nice dining room with lots of bric a brac from the area, and consisted of very 

tasty quail pie for starters, there is always a first time for everything. Karoo lamb and veggies, which is always 

a favourite of mine for mains, with something akin to malva pudding for dessert. Very nice indeed. 

An early night was needed, and Eileen and I made our way by torchlight back to our mansion on the hill, which 

by this time was lit up by external lighting, making it look very grand and inviting. We spent a very comfortable 

night in the mansion. 
 

On the way to the breakfast room next morning someone told me that quails’ eggs and bacon were on the 

menu, this must be a mistake I thought, surely, they would serve up swans’ eggs and not tiny quail’s eggs. I 

was slightly disappointed there were no swans’ eggs, but there were hens’ eggs and quail eggs, I’m still not 

sure if I like them or not, but I did eat them. This was the best breakfast of the tour. 

 

We said our goodbyes to everyone and headed out to make our way home, the Langkloof turned out to be a 

most enjoyable drive, my Porsche handled the twists and turns with ease, and around every bend the scenery 

changed, getting better each moment. When I looked in the mirror, I could see Johnnie V and Dassie in the 

comfort of their big Valiant and enjoying the ride as much as we were. 

 

I didn’t stop at the Oudebosch farm stall as I was still full from breakfast, and soon I was on the N2 and heading 

for home. I was overtaken before Jeffries by Ronnie and Des, as well as Peter and Lynn. Both couples in their 

M. G’s they were going shopping in Jeffrey’s Bay. 

 

The tour had now ended and Eileen and I both enjoyed it so much, thank you Brian and Johnnie for all the 

hard work in organising this event. Thank you, Brian for the last seven tours, all wonderful events. 
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Brian is now retiring from tour organising and is looking for someone to take over next year, big shoes to fill, 

but I am sure that someone will take it on. 
 

 
Royal Hotel Steytlerville 
 

 
Royal Hotel Willowmore 

 
Alternative accommodation in Willowmore 

 
Accommodation in Joubertina 

 
Thanks to Ruth Idris for the photos. 

 

Mid-Week Run – 14th November 2018 
 

Quite a good turnout for the club’s first mid-week run that took us to the well-known restaurant of Old Austria 

for lunch.  Great food, company and venue. Excellent value for money. 
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Photo Scavenger Hunt – 25th November 2018 
 
 

What a fantastic fun event this was.  A totally different theme (we had to take the photographs for a 

change) where we were given a very long list of  35 clues that we had to take photos of in Port 

Elizabeth and only given two hours to do it in.  We all left the clubhouse at 10:00 and the majority of 

us immediately got caught up in the annual Toy Run that was also on that day.  But all was not lost 

as sitting in the queue at the robots on Cape Road waiting for the endless stream of motorbikes to 

go through we managed to tick four items off our list e.g. photograph of a dog – the car in front of 

us had two dogs in the back of it ✓  A palm tree – one on the other side of the road ✓ a foreign 

number plate and a more than 30 seater bus – a coach in the next lane with a GP number plate  ✓✓.  

Not many of us found that very elusive pay phone and I am surprised there was not “wanted posters” 

out for several participants who dashed into the police station, snapped a photo of a police officer 

👮♂️ and promptly ran out again with no explanation whatsoever. 

 

After the two hours it was back to the club for a bring and braai and marking of the photos. 

 

 
A good turnout for the event 

 

 
…another clue...a war memorial 

 
A street name beginning with “W” 

 
………and a Pyramid…an easy one 

 

 
………Jewish Orthodox Church 

 
……Church steeple with clock 

 
1st place: Chris & Suzette 

 

 
2nd place: Rodney & Ruth 

 
3rd place: Wiehan & Liezl 
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Charity Run – 1st December 2018 
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Year End Xmas Social – 8th December 2018 
 
 

A lovely social get together to 
close off the year. A nice glass of 
sherry (or two) on arrival, a 
catch up with friends that we 
haven’t seen for a while and 
then tucking into the Xmas 
dinner.   
 

The food was excellent, and 
thanks go to Llewellyn and his 
helpers who set up and 
decorated the hall.   
 

Thanks to Riaan for all the photos. 
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Our Jaunty Jalopies 
 

Our Events Organiser, Riaan Hanekom, wanting to get the members cars out of their garages has 

initiated an event two or three times a month (one of which coincides with our monthly braai night) 

whereby a particular make of car is chosen and will be allowed to park on the club’s lawn from 

5:00pm to 19:00pm.  This event has turned out to be very successful and thanks to all our members 

for getting into the spirit of things.  These Friday nights have been very festive. 

 

I have called this event “Our Jaunty Jalopies” as its sound a bit more interesting than “Cars on the 

Lawn”.  And let’s face it most of our cars at some stage have been jalopies that have been lovingly 

restored by their owners.  However, if any of you have another suggestion for the title of this event 

please let me know, I am open to any suggestions. 

 

As I am unable to post all the photos of these events in the newsletter (and many were taken) 

please LIKE our FACEBOOK Page where all photos (full size and clearer) will be shared within a 

few days of the club’s events.   

. 

 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Eastern-Province-Veteran-Car-Club/296587683705528 

(Control and click to follow link) 
 

OR OUR NEW WEBSITE     -     www.epvcc.co.ca 
 

 

2nd November – VOLVO display 

 

  
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Eastern-Province-Veteran-Car-Club/296587683705528
http://www.epvcc.co.ca/
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9th November – JAGUAR display 
 

 

  
 

 

POWER, SPEED AND ELEGANCE ON THE LAWN– JAGUARS AT THE CLUB 

By Gavin McLachlan 

Great cars aren’t really cars, they are something that represents a dream. In the case of Jaguars, a 
dream of the untouchable essence of high performance and the majesty of motion. They are grace, 
pace and space in an exceptional vehicle. It is this dream of something so exceptional in a 
performance car, so refined, so elegant that is somehow there and yet somehow always just beyond 
reach, that makes so many of us love the marque. 

On Friday the 9th November, the club had a Jaguar display on the lawn at the club house. There were 
eight Jaguars on display. Firstly, 1959 Grey Green 2.4 Mark II owned by Geoff Roberts, in sound 
working order and unrestored. From November 1959 an Old English White 3.8 Mark II owned and 
magnificently restored by Roger Webb. Roger tells me that according to the Jaguar register this 
interesting vehicle was one of the first Mark II’s and that it started life as a 2.4, being converted at 
some stage to a 3.8. A Metallic Blue 1965 4.2 Mark 10 owned by Carel van Hoogendoren, previously 
restored by Tony Wellington and then for a short while owned by our own Peter Fulton before being 
acquired by Carel. It is unusual in that it is a manual with overdrive as most of these large Jaguars 
were built with automatic gearboxes for the American market. Carel tells me that “It goes like stink, 
handles exceptionally well for such a large car, stops even better and consumes volumes of fuel when 
producing lovely sounds! It is sad the MK10 and 420G never quite took off in the USA since it’s 
handling was far superior to anything the Yanks could offer, and I should know having driven and 
owned a competitive American car of the era…..and she goes by the name “Big Quick”!”  Next was a 
Red 1965 3.8 Mark II owned by Johnny van Onselen and brought to the club by his grandson Wiehan. 
Wiehan says that this was the first car restored by Johnny whose long involvement in the club has 
happily drawn his family in. My Warwick Grey 1967 420G was there too, restored in Cape Town by 
Frank Behr and acquired by myself in 1994. There was also an Old English White 1969 Jaguar 420 
completely unrestored and owned and by Dave Nash. Dave says that the vehicle has only done 
seventy thousand miles and that it still has its complete, original tool box. David Browne’s British 
Racing Green 1985 Series 3 XJ6 which David has owned from new was there too. The series 3 XJ6 
being one of the last to be fitted with a 4.2 XK engine. And finally, from the present era, Steve Powell’s 
Red 2018 F-Type Coupe. These Jaguars spanned the era from 1959 to the present, the era from SU 
carburettors to supercharged fuel injection, from the legendary XK engine that won so many races in 
the 50’s and 60’s to the supercharged 3.0 litre V6 of the F-Type capable of 0-100km/hr in 5.3 seconds. 
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The eight Jaguars left one with some impressions. The unrestored Grey Green 2.4 Mark II and the 
unrestored 420 are such a delight, their appeal is their complete authenticity. The Mark II’s are in 
many ways the iconic Jaguar with that unmistakeable elegance of line and form. The 420, also an 
elegant vehicle, and the true predecessor to the XJ6. The two large, stylish sedans, the Mark 10 and 
the 420G looking quite petite near to the Pontiac Parisienne V8 which was parked around the green. 
The Series 3 XJ6 a refined almost end of the line version of what started with the Mark 10 and the 
420. The Red F-Type a mouth-watering super car. 

What a delightful evening in mild weather conditions, club members came strolling out onto the lawn 
to chat and admire the cars while enjoying their tipple. The evening was a memorable success 
enjoyed by all. Many thanks to Riaan and the committee for organising this and please keep it up. 
Hopefully the next time the club has a Jaguar display, many of the Jaguars that were not there will 
also be on show. 
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23rd November – PORSCHE display 
 

  
 

7th December – NISSAN / DATSUN display 
 

  
 

SAVVA Technical Tip 138 – Centering Pulleys 
 

They say one is never too old to learn - I had this learning lesson last week. I’m busy assembling an oldish 
engine, which like many engines, doesn’t have an oil seal on the timing chain cover. They have a reverse tread 
which stops the oil from escaping. When one reads the workshop manuals, they emphasise that the timing 
chain cover must be centralised so the gap around the pulley is equal. What they don’t tell you is how you do 
this.  
 

Last week I visited an engineering shop with some machining and showed the pulley and cover to the German 
(don’t mess with me) owner. He pointed out some scrape marks on the pulley because it hadn’t been 
centralised. He also pointed out that if it isn’t centralised it will leak oils as it needs the air gap to create a 
suction to suck in the air to hold the oil back. If the pulley touches the side of the cover it will break the suction 
allowing the oil to leak.  
 

He then showed me a simple way to centralise it. Wrap some masking tape around the pulley until it’s a tight 
fit. Fit the chain cover to the engine leaving the bolts loose. Fit the pulley with masking tape around it, then 
tighten the bolts. Remove the pulley and masking tape and refit the pulley without the tape and walla, an 
equal air gap.  
 

 
 
 
Now why couldn’t I think of that? 
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SAVVA Technical Tip 139 – Repairing aluminium thermostat housings 

A year ago, I was faced with the problem of a corroded top hose/thermostat housing.  Why they 

make them out of such poor-quality material only the manufacturers we will ever know. I recall trying 

to repair one using aluminium welding but because it was so old it just disintegrated.  I had to import 

a replacement which meant the car was laid-up for many weeks – not to mention the cost. 

This time I had to find an alternative as I needed to use the car on a forthcoming run. After asking 

around for inspiration, the local hardware shop suggested I tried using a product called Q-Bond which 

sets rock hard and can be used on aluminium.    

Having little choice, it was worth a try, so, I cleaned the corroded area with a wire brush and filled 

the affected area with this magic powder. One fills the affected area with the powder then drip what 

looks like super glues onto it. It sets rock hard and I was able to file it to shape within minutes.  

I didn’t expect it to be a permanent repair, however, if you can’t get a replacement “van die rak af”, 

you don’t have much choice but to repair the old one even on a temporary basis.  This temporary fix 

was over a year ago and recently I had to remove the top hose and the repair seems to be holding up 

very well.  Incidentally, after the repair I filled the radiator with copious amounts of anti-corrosive 

additive (not antifreeze) to stop any further corrosion. This seems to have worked. 

Note: I have subsequently imported a replacement housing but being inherently lazy I’m leaving the 

repaired one on the car - as the say let sleeping dogs lie.  

Following is a photo of the fitting.  The dark area is the Q Bond filling.  
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

We would like to wish a hearty welcome to the following new members of the club. 
 

Sean Steyn 

Geoff Roberts 

Leon & Lindy de Klerk 

Dillon Saunders 

Jonathan & Bronwyn Helmbold 
 
 
 

 

 
CLASSIC ADS       :         

FOR SALE & WANTED 
 

FOR SALE: BMC B series 1 500cc engine block 
 

It is “new  old stock” ‘ with some slight storage 
rust 
 

I used to own a 1957 Morris Cowley/ Oxford which 
I have since sold 
But never had occasion to need this block which I 
bought new some 40 years ago 
 

I am asking R 650.00 on OLX but am open to offers 
 

Bill - Cell: 082 705 9974 
 

26 Church Rd WALMER [ You need to come from 
the 7th Ave side] 

 

 
 
 

SAVVA Insurance Scheme 
As SAVVA members we are able to get insurance at very reasonable rates. 
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FUTURE EVENTS 

Please take note that the dates below may change due to weather or for reasons 

beyond our control, but you will be notified by email if there are any changes.  
 

2019    MINI E.P.V.C.C. C A L E N D A R – PLEASE DIARISE                                                    

January 2019 
12th              
18th              
30th              
 

February 2019 
1st 

9th – 10th                 
15th              
19th              
24th       
 
March 2019 
1st 

                 
8th                 
15th               
21st – 24th     
29th    
            
April 2019 
7th    
28th             
 

 
Breakfast run to Heritage Café 
Braai Night / Display– Riley & Sunbeam 
Evening social event 
 

 

Braai night / Alpha & new members 
George Motor Show 
Theme car display – Packard 
Social - Lunch Run  
All Clubs Braai Day 
 
 
Braai night / American cars & MC’s Older than 50 
years. 
British Cars older than 50 years.   
Continental cars & Motorcycles older than 50 years. 
Tour    Organiser: Riaan Hanekom 
Other Cars & Motorcycles older than 50 years. 
 
  
Autumn Trial    
Knysna Motor Show  

 

FOR YOUR EVENTS AND FUNCTIONS USE THE EPVCC CLUBHOUSE 
 

Did you know that the Clubhouse can be hired at a very reasonable rate for any of your functions 

or events?  Bookings are not only for Members but for the Public as well. 
 

We accept bookings for Birthday Parties, Weddings, Family Reunions and Business Functions such 

as Team Building, Presentations and Year-End Parties and Braais etc. 
 

We also hire out Crockery, Cutlery and the Bar, all at very reasonable prices. 
 

***Remember – Members receive all these at preferential rates*** 
 

For Bookings please contact: -            Llewellyn Faifer 

Cell: 082-555-4981   Email: llewbf19@gmail.com 

mailto:llewbf19@gmail.com
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2019     CLUB  C A L E N D A R 
 
January 
1st   Champagne Breakfast/Brunch  
12th             Breakfast run to Heritage Café 
18th             Braai Night/Display–Riley & Sunbeam 
30th             Evening social event 
 
 
February 
1st               Braai Night/Alpha & new members 
5th   Committee Meeting 
15th            Theme car display – Packard 
19th             Lunch Run / Social Lunch  
24th      All Clubs Braai Day 
 
 
March 
1st                Braai night / American cars & 
                    Motorcycles older than 50 years 
5th    Committee Meeting 
8th                British Cars older than 50 years 
15th              Continental cars & Motorcycles older                       
                    than 50 years 
21st – 24th    Tour   
                    Organiser: Riaan Hanekom 
29th              Other Cars & Motorcycles older than  
                    50 years 
 
April 
3rd               Committee Meeting 
7th                Autumn Trial 
 
 
May 
7th          Committee Meeting 
TBA            Regulatory trial 
      
      
June 
4th     Committee Meeting 
9th – 13th    Milligan Rally 
 
 

2019     CLUB  C A L E N D A R 
 
 
July 
2nd       Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
August 
6th    Committee Meeting 
TBA 
 
 
 
September 
3rd      Committee Meeting  
7th    SAVVA AGM – Pretoria Old Club 
TBA 
 
 
 
October 
1st     Committee Meeting 
6th  A.G.M. 
TBA 
 
 
November 
5th              Committee Meeting 
TBA 
 
 
December 
3rd   Committee Meeting 
TBA 
 
 
 
 
Please note that dates and 
events are subject to change. 
 
Every effort will be made to 
inform members the month prior 
to an event of the details. 
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2019 - OTHER FUTURE EVENTS THAT MIGHT BE OF INTEREST TO MEMBERS                                                     
 

9th & 10th February  
 
 
 
16th – 17th March 
 
April 
 
28th April 
 
 
2nd – 5th May 

George Old Car Show  
http://www.scocc.co.za/old-car-show/2019-show  for 
details 
 
O.D.Inggs – Port Alfred 
 
Wings & Wheels Festival, Uitenhage 
 
Knysna Motor Show  http://www.grmc.co.za/ for 
details 
 
Simola Hill Climb, Knysna 
 

 

http://www.scocc.co.za/old-car-show/2019-show
http://www.grmc.co.za/

